CHAPTER IX

PLANTERS AND TRADERS OF SOUTHERN JERSEY

MOST of the colonies in America, especially the
stronger ones, had an aristocratic class, which was
often large and powerful, as in the case of Virginia,
and which usually centered around the governor,
especially if he were appointed from England by
the Crown or by a proprietor. But there was
very little of this social distinction in New Jersey.
Her political life had been too much broken up,
and she had been too long dependent on the gov-
ernors of New York to have any of those pretty
little aristocracies with bright colored clothes, and
coaches and four, flourishing within her bound-
aries. There seems to have been a faint sugges-
tion of such social pretensions under Governor
Franklin just before the Revolution. He was
beginning to live down the objections to his ille-
gitimate birth and Toryism and by his entertain-
ments and manner of living was creating a social
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